Spindle cell neoplasms coexpressing cytokeratin and vimentin (metaplastic squamous cell carcinoma).
Spindle cell squamous carcinoma (SCSC) and atypical fibroxanthoma (AFX) are both spindle cell neoplasms (SCN) that usually arise in areas of solar or ionizing radiation of elderly patients. Both lesions have a similar biologic behavior. In addition, the morphologic and ultrastructural similarities found in AFX and the spindle cell component of SCSC, have led some investigators to conclude that these tumors have a similar cell of origin. We studied 15 SCNs with no evidence of epithelial origin and no morphologic epithelial component, that showed immunohistochemical and ultrastructural evidence that would support metaplastic changes of a squamous cell carcinoma to a neoplasm with mesenchymal characteristics.